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Modern methods oi diy fanning and the use ot fertilizers
have considerably enhanced the value of the Mallee areas
which until quite iccent times were legaided as almost worth

FIG 78   WOOL FROM THE WESTERN PLAINS
Motor transport now carries the wool in bales of about 300 Ibs
each to the  nearest  auction  sales  in  a fraction  of  the  time
formerly taken by the horse or ox drawn waggon   but the State
owned railways suffer serious loss of revenue
less   However some of the land taken up for wheat cultiva
tion \\as distinctly  marginal   and soil eiosion has set in
Some areas occupied in the first burst of optimism have been
converted to sheep pasture but they still remain a problem
An extensive scheme of open channels by which water for
stock is brought from Lake Lonsdale for a distance of 250
miles   has been responsible for a considerable increase of
sheep on the wheat farms m the area where they aie pastured